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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the Abstract, paragraph [127] found at page 141 , with the following 
amended Abstract: 

[0127] A method and apparatus for dynamically balancing the loading of video data 
storage devices facilities containing v i deo data fi le s to facilitates the transfer of the 
video data f ile s or po rtions of video data files from a file ser ver syst e m to cl i ent 
computing syst e m. Th e method for ba l anc i ng a loadin g of a storage d e v i c e 
attach e d t o mult i p le comput i ng beg i ns by acquiring a listing of locations and loading 
of all segments of a requested video data object inc l ud i ng a l l cop ie s of th e 
s eg ments of th e requested data obj e ct . Those storage devices containing copies 
of each segment of the video data obj ec t having a least loading are selected. If the 
loading of the storage devices exceed their maximum capacity, is greater than th e 
max i mum load i ng for th e s t o r ag e d e v i c e s, t he segment is divided into sub- 
segments and stored to storage devices with minimum loading. The presence of 
all segments of the requested video data object is determined. If there are missing 
segments of the requested video data obj e ct , each of those missing segments is 
assigned a file identification and file location, such that those missing segments are 
retrieved from a back-up storage device and assigned to data storage devices 
having the least loading . Th e m i ss i ng s e gments ar e retri eved from a back up 
s torage dev i c e . The s e gm e nts of the re q ue st e d data obj e ct are th en transf e r re d 
for transfer to a requesting computer system. 


